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RS Of course, Guyana, 'is/ a small country, a m
B wHat exists elsewhere. Yet, sometimes, even microcosims
siave lessons to teach.
When we took office for the second time in 1957 (the
RIS 1953, lastédronly 133 days and then the British
EOYER I their wiarines and threw us ouf of office) we
QFetefive minigters in charge of agriculture, transport,
CEcaion, health, housing, labour, trade and industry,

PGy development and communiecations. As men-

” | '_ We, the key ministries were kept in the hands
e British colonialists.
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._;;ﬁ ail in comparison fo the amount of state tmu,
l 1ds, can he leaged to farmers. But before owur
mto of fice, this was difficult to achieve

acy ereated many obstacles.
in its quest for a cheap and abun-
- m and around the sugar plantations,

botLlEd u‘;‘ the land. We began opening- up the
4 gettling farmers on a co- operative -basis. We
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could stop importing. edible oil and
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to overhaul our edweational sy‘stem

| nltnre and life in Guy-

m;r':. Children were still

n ebout am}h h H :-m; IH not grow in Guyana.
bu { new sc hools in the side and encouraged

siles to start sending theit ‘._T.' school instead of

; them at home to do CdOWEE ic work. That WOrkei
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+F And we began the process of ending the system of
dllﬂ.l sontrol” of schools: covernment paying for the
kee of the schools and teachers’ salaries, while the

4 gtlan churches appeinted and p romoted the teachers
sind administered the sehools a system which was un-
! ind educationally -and discrimi natory to mnon- (Chris-

). Our initiative was welcomed by the people, but
; Eht out the wrath particularly of the Cathelic
h, which chatged that we wanted to “ communise
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Shake up in the early periog. One g}tlm‘
was suspected of using information to ..
and make a lot of money. Fe was 1 enhance
We made it clear from the very start Yeng o IO
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__cport services and we dearly wanted a y
valla J . ‘ |
night school in the main high SChﬂol of Georgetown.
enemies laughed at us! They called it “Jagan’'s
" i school”. But we made a start and began in a small
the University of Guyana which has grown into a
l.fledged university, offering higher ec
HlgNy ne W0 NEVET before had a chzance.
O what should have taken three years to establish ae-
U8ig rding to UNESCO advisers — the need for Buildings =
| BWlend professors — we achieved in one year witiilate after-
Yy B oon and evening nstruction through the utilsation
UWER¢ this secondary schcel building and teachérs and pro-
feccors who had been witch-hunted in/thé McCarthyite
$ed-witching era in the united States, _
S We had a super river boat, capableef ferrying a large
il humber of vehicles and passengers agr@gss our wide rivers,
Sieonstructed in England. Then, we'llad two more con-
iERstructed in the same manner, made locally. The three
Blliver boats, crossing Guvana’s tlhisee main rivers daily,
ble 5 Were a solution to a problem thatyhad nagged the nation
dertfor vears. .
Bl We nationalised the /Canadian-owned electricity
dieblant, modernised it and exténded electricity to the rural
iglreas, lichting them up for the first time ever. We made
siithe electricity company profitable without increasing
aragdees to the consumers. How? By good management, de-
tpolnocratically run. ‘
kel Because of cur zimple achievements and our ciose-
dilBess with the working people, we were voted back into
gpiilice in 1961, even though the British tried 1o prevent
¢ IPENIs by manipulating the boundaries of the constituencies.
S  We stood for democratisation of all government in-_
¢ g Btitutions. We insisted and won the democratisation of
safiie Rice Marketing Board, the selling agent of the Iarmets -
Mee, by putting farmers in a commanding pOSIti
0 1957, the Guyana Rice Marketing Board g W
I8, with the statutory farmers’ Rice PrOGUCELS SSSUEC-
C0 (RPA) having only 8. Whenever there Was & ===
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